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Wireless Telegraphy Act
Under the terms of the Wireless Telegraphy Act 2006, it 

is an offence to install or use radio apparatus, unless:

• you do so in accordance with a licence issued by 
Ofcom; or

• the apparatus is specifically exempt from licensing.
Responsibility for obtaining and paying for a licence 
rests with the user of the system, not with the supplier 
of the equipment.  Submitting a licence application 

form does not permit you to install or use any 

equipment – you must wait until we have issued the 
licence to you.

Ofcom may refuse to grant, or may revoke a licence to a 

person where evidence provided to Ofcom by the police 
indicates that the applicant is involved (or has been 
involved) in organised crime or other criminal activity.

Radio Equipment Directive (RED)
The Radio Equipment Directive (2014/53/EU) has 
superseded the Radio and Telecommunications 
Terminal Equipment (R&TTE) Directive (99/5/EC). 
As licensing covers the development and trialling of 

innovative equipment it is feasible for the equipment 

not to be CE or RED compliant. Please note that 
equipment will need to be compliant with the Radio 
Equipment Directive before it can be placed on the UK 
market.  

Frequencies
There is no specific spectrum set aside for testing and 

development, however Ofcom has a duty to secure the 
optimal use of spectrum. For this reason, coordination 

with existing users may be required before we are able 
to assess whether to grant a licence.

Applications may need to be coordinated with other 
official bodies including the Ministry of Defence and 

Civil Aviation Authority, who will conduct assessments 
on the risk of harmful interference to existing services.

We may also need to contact (without disclosing an 
applicant’s identity) existing civil spectrum users in 
order to carry out our assessment of whether a licence 
can be granted. For guidance, a range of information 

and tools about current use of spectrum and licensees 

is available on the Spectrum Information page of 

our website: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum/
information. 

Payment 
We will only request payment of a licence fee when 
we have assessed that it is possible to grant a licence.  
Payments must include all bank charges. If Ofcom 

does not receive full payment, it will return any partial 
payments received. 

A non-operational Innovation & Research licence may 
be authorised for periods up to 12 months for which 
the licence fee is £50.00 for each station or apparatus 
per location.

A non-operational Demonstration & Trial licence may 
be authorised for periods up to twelve months and 
charged at £50.00 per location per each month of use.  

How we use your data
We require this information in order to carry out our 

licensing duties under the Wireless Telegraphy Act 

2006. 

Please see Ofcom’s General Privacy Statement for 

further information about how Ofcom handles your 
personal information and your corresponding rights: 

www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/foi-dp/general-
privacy-statement

For help contact: 
Ofcom 

Innovation & Trial Licensing  
Riverside House 

2a Southwark Bridge Road 

LONDON 

SE1 9HA 
E-mail: innovation.licensing@ofcom.org.uk 

Website: www.ofcom.org.uk 

Telephone: 020 7981 3157 or 020 7981 3857

Website: www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence/
radiocommunication-licences/non-operational-licences

The remainder of these guidance notes provide 
guidance on customer details in Section B.
Question B.1 – Existing customers
If you already hold an Ofcom radio licence, you should 

write your customer reference number in the box provided. 
Your customer reference number will be quoted in licence 
documentation or correspondence that we have previously 
sent to you.

Question B.2 – New customers
A Wireless Telegraphy Act licence can only be issued to a 

legal entity. You should tick one of the options provided. For 

a partnership, please give the full name of one partner and 

supply a list of all other partners. The main partner is also 

required to sign the declaration in Section E.

Question B.3 – Licensee name and address
If you are applying on behalf of a Limited Company, a Public 

Limited Company or a Registered Charity, the registered 
address of the organisation must be used.

Question B.4 – Licence contact name and address 
This is the preferred contact to receive licensing 

documentation and correspondence.




















